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Home Rule Charter of the Municipality of Ketchikan

Preamble

We, the people of the greater Ketchikan area, in order to form an efficient and economical

government with just representation, do hereby ordain and establish this Charter of the
Municipality of Ketchikan.
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(b)  If anordinance or resolution is repealed in a referendum election or by the Assembly
after a petition that contains substantially the same measure has been filed, substantially
similar legislation may not be enacted by the Assembly for a period of two years.
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Municipal Utilities
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be effective until approved or rejected by the Assembly;
(3) the issuance of bonds, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness, any

encumbrance of utility property, or the creation of any indebtedness; and ST IR

(4)  the establishment and adjustment of salaries and benefits for utility board

members and for employees of the utility who are not represented by a ST S22l hY

union.

The Assembly may, by ordinance, prescribe that some functions of the municipal utilities,
such as finance, personnel, and legal, be provided in part or in whole by municipal
departments or be otherwise shared. The municipal utilities shall pay the reasonable cost
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Section 8.03 Utility Budgets, Rates, and Borrowing. s

estimated revenues, including bond proceeds and reserves. Revenues, other than
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maintains rates, expenditures, and appropriations at the same levels as provided in the |
previous year's budget. The interim budget semains in effect until an annual budget has
been approved by the Assembly.
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provided by Article XI. No borrowing and no issuance of bonds or other evidence of

the extent required under Article XI of this Charter, a majority of the qualified voters of the
Municipality who vote on the question of approving the borrowing, bonds, or other
evidences of indebtedness.
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Article X
Finance
Section 10.01 Fiscal Year. “

otherwise provided by ordinance.

Section 10.02 Budget. «

(@)  Atleast 60 days before the beginning of the fiscal year, the Municipal Manager shall

prepare and submit to the Assembly a proposed budget for the next fiscal year that ///

contains detailed estimates of anticipated revenues and proposed expenditures for the -
year. That budget mustinclude a program of capital expenditures for the year. The total //,/"

any budget message 7ust be made for distribution to persons on request. . shall 531

(c)  The Assembly /must hold a public hearing on the proposed budget at least one week

after notice of the time of the hearing has been published; and any interested person shall 22 TSR
have an opportunity to be heard for or against the estimates or any item thereof. The :
Assembly may continue the hearing at later meetings.
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anticipated in the budget for that year or revenues received in excess of budget estimates,

the Assembly by ordinance may make supplemental appropriations for the year up to the

amount of the additional revenues.

(b)  Upon declaration by the Assembly that a public emergency exists and describing the
emergency in clear and specific terms, the Assembly may make emergency appropriations.

vote of all Assembly Members present at a meeting attended by a quorum of Assembly -
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Jimitation applies, to property taxes levied or pledged to pay or secure the payment of the <
principal and interest on bonds. Taxes to pay or secure the payment of principal and -
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(c)  General-obligation evidences of indebtedness may also be secured by revenues from
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(a) Before holding any election required by this Article, the Assembly /must cause a
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Nothing in this Charter, except Section 12.02, prohibits the Municipality from exercising any
other power on a nonareawide basis or through service areas.
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boundaries of the proposed service area if no voters reside in the proposed
service area.

service area that provided similar services, the vote to approve creation of the new service

received the services and in that area that did not.

(b) Expansions or Reductions of Service Areas. The boundaries of a service area
may only be expanded or reduced by an ordinance adopted by the Assembly that describes
the proposed new boundaries of the service area and the powers to be exercised therein
and which is approved by both:

(1) amajority of the voters residing within the boundaries of the existing service

area or, in the case of a reduction, a majority of the voters who will remain
within the boundaries of the service area after the reduction; and
(2) 2 majority of the voters residing in the area that will be added to or

subtracted from the existing service area or, if no voters reside within that
area, by written consent of all owners of real property within the area that
will be added to or subtracted from the existing service area.

(c) Consolidation of Service Areas. Service areas may be consolidated for any or all
adopted by the Assembly and approved by a majority of the voters residing in each of the
service areas to be consolidated.

(d) Expansion or Reduction of Powers. When a service area has been established
for the exercise of one or more powers, the Municipality may exercise additional service
area powers in that service area or reduce the service area powers exercised in that service
area only by an ordinance adopted by the Assembly and approved by a majority of the
voters residing within the service area. But any power, other than those listed in Section
12.02 of this Charter, that was previously exercised by the City of Ketchikan may, without

Gateway Service Area.
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receiving the service.

(c) Use of Property and Assets of a Service Area. Except as provided in this

for any purpose other than to pay for costs of the service area. Unless a service area is
terminated or consolidated, the revenues, equipment, property, personnel, and assets

assistance, and other cooperative arrangements provided that fhe service area is

********** -~

reasonably compensated in proportion to the revenues, equipment, property, personnel,
and assets it contributes. Reasonable compensation may be in the form of services,
money, future obligations, or other forms determined by the Assembly.
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(b) When the words "includes" or "including" are used in this Charter, they are
construed as though followed by the phrase "but not limited to."
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