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Juneau, Alaska'Ask'w Keadan Temiory
Mediy Contacts: See below

U.S. Forest Service restores critical protections 1o Tongass Naticnal Ferest
The Natoned RoeaNss Auh was roNed back for Acanca's Nst geeal ranfanast &y Me Tawmp
pdmnisiration. Mreatanng miWons of acres of indaveloped natonal forast Jana's

JUNEAU (Aak'w Kwdan Terrftory) — In a win for Southesst Alaska communities, widie. and e
cdimate, he U.S Forest Service rensisted Road lees Rufe prolectors acroes the Tongass ranforest in
Scutheast Alaska. Trical kaders, recreaional smadlbusingss ownees, commarcal fshing cperators, and
consarnvatorisis chearad the agency’s restoration of this criticy sadeguard. The move restores ‘ederal
profection — from nduarial ogeing and damaging road-bulding — 10 just over 9 milion undevaoped
ACres I Amanica’s Rrgest nasonal forest

Tha 17 miken-acre Tongass National Forest, stualed in the southeast comer of Aasha, is a lerpeata
minforest that deaws visions from around the giobe and provides habital for an abundance of widite
Induding gnzdy bears, bald aagles. and wolves, It & the ancesyal hometand of the Tingit. Makds, and
Tamshian pecplas. Tha Tongass also Senvs as the country’s argest forest carton sink, making s
projection crical for US. e®orts fo curb greechouss gas amissions and 1o ol 3 gobal axampls

Tha folowing slalemants ware Msued in responsa o day's news
President Joel Jackson, Organized Village of Kake:

“The Tongass Roadless Rule & important to averyone. The oid-growth timber is a carbon sink, one of the
best in the world, It's important to OUR WAY OF UFE — e streams, salmon. deer, and ol the fores!
anmals and plams.”

Naawdlyaa Tagaban, Environmental Justics Strategy Lead, Native Movement:

“The resioraton of Natoral Roadess Rule projecions for the Tongass Natoral Fores! is o grest firs! siep
In honorng the volces of e many Trtal Governmants and Trbal Ctzens who spoke out in favor of

Road kss Rule prolect ons for e Tongass. 'We ase granelud 10 the Bidan adminiskation for Laking thas fiest
sp toward ong-term profections for the Tongass We hope Pal gong forsand true long-term projections
wil be estatished that do not rely 0 a rule which can be changed at the whim of a presidental
adminisration. The admisistrason must ook 1 Trbal Soversignty aod HdQenous Sewardshio as Pa Yue
long-term soluson for projecions in the Torgass. Tingt, Makda, and Temeshian people have bved in and
managed the Tongass nationa foredt for garanions, true protections sl ok like the restoration of nds
into indgenows ownership.”

Wanda Culp, Tongass Cecrdinater, Women's Earth and Climate Action Netweek:

"The Tongass Forest = homeland o countless Indigancus tamiy speces, imertened a3 shong and
delicate a5 a spder's ciecdlar wab. The Tongass Nasonal Forest in Alaska 5 a nationd Yeasure, soned
wealih, a5 is sach of Amenca's Publc Forests They should aways be handed as the Feasures Pey e
— chenshed and saved % emable our Uuture genecations 1o breathe fresh a To BREATHE FREELYT
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